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UNCLAS THE HAGUE 5670 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, MARR, NATO, NL 

SUBJECT: HAGUE MEETING OF EUROGROUP 

REF: THE HAGUE 5614 

1. EUROGROUP DEFENSE MINISTERS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE TO ESTABLISH 
A EUROPEAN DEFENSE PROCUREMENT SECRETARIAT DURING MEETING IN THE 
HAGUE NOV 5. COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER MEETING SAID THAT MINISTERS 
HAD ALSO COMMISSIONED A STUDY INTO THE TASKS WHICH A EUROPEAN 
DEFENSE PROCUREMENT ORGANIZATION MIGHT UNDERTAKE. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 THE HA 05670 061627Z 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


2. FOLLOWING ARE MAIN POINTS IN COMMUNIQUE: 

A. IT IS OF GREATEST IMPORTANCE TO INCREASE INTEROPERABILITY 
AND STANDARDIZATION OF EQUIPMENT WITHIN ALLIANCE WHILE MAIN- 
TAINING AN EFFECTIVE AND VIABLE EUROPEAN DEFENSE INDUSTRY. IN 
THIS REGARD CONSTRAINTS OF NARROW NATIONAL MARKETS SHOULD BE 
REDUCED AND GREATER EFFICIENCY OF INDUSTRY SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED. 

B. INFORMATION ON MEMBER COUNTRIES' EQUIPMENT PLANS SHOULD 
BE AVILABLE AND UTILIZED TO ENSURE COOPERATIVE VENTURES. ARMA- 
MENTS DIRECTORS ARE INSTRUCTED TO PURSUE STAND ARDIZATIONBOTH OF 
COMPLETE MAJOR EQUIPMENTS AND WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND OF ASSEMBLIES 
AND COMPONENTS. 

C. TO EXPLORE POTENTIAL FOR EXTENDING COOPERATION IN ARMA- 
MENTS COLLABORATION IN AN INDEPENDENT FORUM OPEN TO ALL EUROPEAN 
MEMBERS OF ALLIANCE. 

D. NEED TO ESTABLISH MORE EQUITABLE BALANCE IN PROCUREMENT 
BETWEEN EUROPEN AND NORTH AMERICA. MINISTERS WILL IN NEAR FUTURE 
PROPOSE OPENING A DIALOGUE WITH US AND CANADA WITH A VIEW TO 
DEVELOPING SPECIFIC PROPOSALS FOR INCREASING COOPERATION AND 
RECIPROCAL PURCHASING. 

3. IN PRESS CONFERENCE AFTER MEETING, BRITISH MOD MASON SAID THAT 
FRANCE WOULD BE ABLE JOIN BOTH SECRETARIAT AND STUDH GROUP 
MENTIONED IN PARA 1. ACCORDING TO MASON, FRENCH COULD PARTICI- 
PATE "WITHOUT ANY POLITICAL EMBARRASSMENT." 
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